Research Project Overview


The project should be a data-based investigation of a conclusion-oriented question (decision-oriented investigations are most generally considered to be evaluation projects). As well, the project report should be of publishable quality. You may begin your research project as soon as you have completed coursework related to the methodology you plan to implement.

The report should include the following:

1. Title and Abstract: An appropriate and descriptive title and 150-word abstract, formatted correctly

2. Problem: Provides a concise statement of the problem, need, or questions investigated.

3. Literature:  Critically reviews and analyzes the professional literature relevant to the problems investigated.

4. Method:  Describes the research design in enough detail to permit replication. Description should include an explanation of the sample, data collection procedures, and statistical or qualitative data analyses.

5. Results:  Presents findings clearly and logically.
6. Discussion and Conclusions:  Discusses results and states conclusions, discusses applications and extension of research.
7. References—Correctly formatted in APA style.
8. Critique:  Specify the strengths and weaknesses of the study in light of existing theory (theory supporting the research topic and methods used) in the field and describe how the investigation could be improved if replicated. The critique should include the following components:
1. Strengths and weaknesses of the research design or implementation
2. Schedule:  Compare the actual schedule with the proposed schedule and note reasons for discrepancies

3. Budget:  Summarize the cost associated with the project and compare actual costs with the original estimates.
4. Intended audience:  Summarize where you intend (or would intend) to submit this manuscript for publication, why you selected that outlet, and how that choice is reflected in the way you presented your argument, literature, and findings. Explain your rationale for submitting to this particular outlet.
Research Project Rubrics


 Letter Grade and GPA Conceptual Understanding. 
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 Prerequisite: STATS 1 or the introductory qualitative research course* (check if complete)

*Students must have completed the course most applicable to the method they intend to use for their project. All students must have a passing grade (B- or better) in the course in order to complete and get credit for a Research Project.

	
	

	A   
Exemplary,


(93%)


(3.8-4.0)
	· This represents an exemplary final product. 

· The project report is exceptionally well written (organization, clarity, APA formatting, etc.)

· The purposes, issues, concerns, information needs, or questions to be addressed are clearly described and address an important topic as defined by the literature review
· The research methods/approach, data collection, and analysis are clearly described and appropriate given the purposes and questions.

· The research results answer the questions and are completely and clearly presented.

· The conclusions and discussion are justified and reasonable given the results.  

· The article includes a well-written and thoughtful critique, specifying the strengths and weaknesses of the research, and describing how it might have been improved. 

	A -   Exceeds


Expectation

         (90%)

         (3.6-3.7)
	· This represents an exceptional final product with only minor flaws that detract slightly from the overall quality of the project. 



	
	

	B+  
Proficient, 

B      Meets

B-     Expectation


(80%)


(3.2-3.5)
	· This represents a satisfactory final product but not exemplary. 

· The article is fairly well written but is flawed in some way (organization, clarity, APA formatting, etc.).

· The research design, questions, data collection, results, and/or conclusions are lacking in minor ways that detract from the overall quality of the research.

· The critique in minor ways lacks a thoughtful or accurate critique of the research efforts.



	
	

	C  
Marginal, Below


Expectation


(70%)


(2.8-3.1)
	· This represents a marginal final product and the report should be revised and resubmitted. 

· The article was not well written (organization, clarity, APA formatting, etc.).

· The clarity and description of the design, questions, data collection, results, and/or conclusions could be satisfactory but fail in important ways to meet a satisfactory level or expectation.

· The critique was missing or lacks a thoughtful or accurate reflection on the researcher’s efforts.



	
	

	F   
Unsatisfactory


(< 70%)


(< 2.8)
	· This represents an unsatisfactory effort and the project needs to be completely redone.

	
	


Research Project Report RUBRIC
	
	
Below Expectations 

Proficient  
Exemplary
	Rating

	Points Possible (10)
	
F
D
C
B
A
	out of

(10)

	
	
0 - 5
6
7
8
9
10
	

	Presentation, Organization,  Formatting, & Writing
	Report has many flaws with regard to mechanics, layout and appearance that detract significantly from the quality of the writing. Key guidelines have only partially been followed. Paper is not well organized, making the argument difficult to follow or accept.  An attempt is made at using APA, but it is not correctly formatted.  
	
	Paper is professionally presented with regard to mechanics, layout and appearance. APA formatting guidelines have been followed. Paper is well organized with well-constructed paragraphs and subheadings and a strong logical narrative driving the argument. Errors are few and do not detract significantly from the overall quality of the writing.
	

	Points Possible (15)
	
F
D
C
B

A
	out of

(15)

	
	
0 - 6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13 
14
15
	

	Introduction:

Research Question(s) & Statement of

Purpose
	Introduction is vague or poorly written. The purpose of the project is not clearly stated or justified. The issues, concerns, information needs, or questions seem to be inappropriate, unimportant, or do not match needs identified in the literature. The questions are vague or are too large or narrow in scope. There is a poor connection between the research rationale, the purpose of the project, and the specific questions.
	
	Introduction has a sharp, distinct focus. The introduction provides a clear explanation of the purpose and need for the research. The problem is clearly identified and justified. The research questions are clearly articulated, appropriate, and measurable/observable. The connection between the rationale for the research, the project’s purpose, and the questions is clear.
	

	Points Possible (15)
	
F
D
C
B

A
	out of

(15)

	
	
0 - 6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13 
14
15
	


	Literature review: scope, analysis, and synthesis
	The literature review provides no synthesis or integration, instead only weak critiques, relying mostly on summarizing previous studies. Key studies or persons are omitted. It appears that the student has selected studies to support his/her theory, rather than reviewing the literature critically.
	
	Previous literature is adequately summarized, without omitting key theories, events, or persons. The student has identified the relations, inconsistencies, and gaps in the literature and argued effectively for the need for new research. The review synthesizes and critiques, instead of just summarizing.
	

	Points Possible (15)
	
F
D
C
B

A
	out of

(15)

	
	
0 - 6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13 
14
15
	

	Research design conceptualization and description
	Areas of the design are not discussed (e.g. sampling, instrumentation, etc.). It is not clear how the design addresses the questions. The study is not well conceptualized, predicting failure before the study even begins.
	
	Sampling, variables, research design, potentially confounding variables, instruments, participants, and procedures are clearly and adequately described in sufficient detail that the study could be replicated. It is clear how the design appropriately addresses the research questions.
	

	Points Possible (10)
	
F
D
C
B
A
	out of

(10)

	
	
0 - 5
6
7
8
9
10
	

	Research design: validity/reliability or trustworthiness measures
	Trustworthiness, or reliability/validity, is not adequately addressed, or the methods used to achieve these standards are not sufficient according to disciplinary norms.
	  
	For qualitative research, the student addresses persuasively how they will achieve trustworthiness in their results according to a cited standard. For quantitative research, issues of validity and reliability are discussed and appropriate measures implemented.
	

	Points Possible (15)
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D
C
B

A
	out of

(15)
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8
9
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15
	

	Results,

conclusions, recommendations, future research,
discussion of limitations

	The results are not presented accurately. Conclusions and recommendations are not supported by the results. The recommendations/discussion of limitations and future research is inaccurate, insufficient, or not useful.
	  
	Analyses are completed, interpreted, and reported appropriately. Data is presented in enough detail to justify conclusions. Raw scores and data are synthesized and interpreted. Tables/graphs are appropriate, understandable, and in APA format. An honest appraisal of the limitations and value of the study, along with recommendations for future research is detailed.
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	Points Possible (20)
	
F
D
C
B

A
	out of

(20)

	
	
0 - 10
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	Critique or Reflection


	  Reflection is missing or provides a flawed or inaccurate critique of the project without using appropriate research standards.  
	 
	Reflection accurately critiques the strengths and weakness of the project using appropriate research standards.  
	

	
	Out of 100 points


	


